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Statement at the First Round of Responses

Mr. President,

I thank the relevant countries for their recognition of China's experience and achievements in human rights development and the interesting questions and recommendations they have raised in their statements. The Chinese side has also received questions submitted in advance by some countries in writing. To make the best use of the available time, the Chinese delegation will make targeted responses to the questions and recommendations.

First of all, let me answer the question about China's experience in promoting and safeguarding the right to development. The right to development is an inalienable human right. China has made remarkable progress in promoting and safeguarding the right to development in recent years and our experience is as follows:

First, strike a balance between reform, development and stability. We often describe the relationship between the three in this way: reform is the driving force, development is the foundation and stability is the precondition. That is to say that only by deepening reform can we provide a strong driving force for economic and social development; only through sound and rapid national development can we build a solid foundation for reform and stability; and only when there is national stability can we safeguard reform and development.

Second, place great emphasis on poverty reduction. You may have noticed that China has registered sound development in recent years and the coastal regions in China's East in particular have become quite developed. However, we have to understand that nearly 100 million people in China still live in poverty and some of them even don't have enough food and clothes. Our African friends have a saying that "a hungry crowd is an angry crowd". Big problems will occur if we cannot feed the poor. We have therefore given top priority to promoting development for poverty regions and population. We have stepped up our input in poverty reduction, strengthened capacity building for the vulnerable groups and promoted balanced development.

Third, work hard to improve people's wellbeing and promote inclusive development. As we see it, the ultimate goal of development is to bring real benefits to the people and enable them to lead a better life. Over the years, China has made tremendous efforts to improve people's wellbeing. To ensure that the fruits of development are shared by all, we have improved the social safety net, actively tackled the challenges of an aging society and fully upheld such basic rights as education and health care.

Fourth, enhance environmental and ecological protection. It would not be worthwhile if our economic development comes at the expense of the environment. President Xi Jinping has stressed many times that we want not only prosperity, but also clear water and green mountains, and that clear water and green mountains are the source of prosperity. We have scaled up resource conservation and environmental protection, vigorously promoted low-carbon, energy conserving and environment-friendly technologies, endeavored to protect and rehabilitat our ecology, and worked actively to tackle climate change and promote sustainable development. 

Statement at the Second Round of Responses

Mr. President,

I wish to thank all the delegates again for their comments, questions and recommendations on China's human rights.

Let me begin by addressing the question about China's efforts to help other developing countries improve people's rights to subsistence and development.

China's destiny is closely connected with that of other developing countries. We have always had close cooperation with other developing countries, giving mutual support and seeking common progress. During his visit to Africa last March, President Xi Jinping articulated the notions of China-Africa cooperation featuring sincerity, real results, affinity and good faith, which also apply to China's cooperation with other developing countries. In treating friends from other developing countries, we stress the importance of sincerity. True friends are the most valuable. We always take diplomatic ties with other developing countries as the basis for our overall diplomacy. In conducting cooperation with other developing countries, we stress the importance of real results. China will keep its commitment to the letter with no political strings attached. In strengthening China's friendship with other developing countries, we stress the importance of affinity. The Chinese people and people from other developing countries have a natural feeling of kinship toward each other. In resolving problems that may crop up in cooperation, we stress the importance of good faith. We should properly solve problems that may arise in a spirit of mutual respect and win-win cooperation.

In line with the above notions, since 2000, China has provided assistance to over 120 developing countries under the South-South cooperation framework. Altogether, it has built over 200 schools and more than 30 hospitals and malaria control centers, and trained more than 80,000 professionals of all types. By 2012, China's cumulative direct investment in Africa topped US$15 billion. This year, President Xi Jinping also announced a host of new measures for promoting Africa's development, including following through on the commitment of providing a US$20 billion credit line to African countries from 2013 to 2015, putting into practice the partnership on transnational and trans-regional infrastructural development, actively implementing the "African Talents Program", and increasing technology transfer and experience sharing with Africa.

In the future, the Chinese government will continue to lend more support and assistance to other developing countries under the South-South cooperation framework and share experience in development, so as to make greater contribution to improving people's rights to subsistence and development in developing countries.
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